48              The Practical Balloon
In the summer of 1896 Andr6e's preparations for an aerial dash to the North Pole were completed. On June 7 the party embarked at Gothenburg, arriving at Spitz-bergen on the 2ist. Andr6e's scheme was to procure a suitable balloon and convey it with all necessary equipment, and the means of inflating it, as near the Pole as possible by ship, and then, with a favourable wind, to drift in the air across the region of the Pole until he should reach some inhabited land beyond it. The balloon was to be kept near the earth, and steered by means of the trail-ropes as far as practicable.
The balloon was made in Paris. It had a capacity of nearly 162,000 cubic feet. It was made with a special arrangement by which means the trail-rope could be shifted to different positions on the car, and it also had a rudder-sail, and an extra valve to prevent as far as possible any unnecessary loss of gas.
Andree and his two companions, Nils Strindberg and Dr. Ekholm, finally selected Dane's Island as a suitable place from whence they might start their great voyage. By July 27 all was in readiness, and with the inflated balloon they waited for a favourable wind for the start. But after waiting for three weeks without any change of wind to the right quarter, the captain of the ship that had conveyed them and their equipment to the island said that they must return at once to avoid being frozen in for the winter. They had no choice but to return home, leaving the shed and gas-generating apparatus for another occasion.
On May 28 of the following year they started again for Dane's Island. Frankel and Svedenborg accompanied Andree and Strindberg, as Dr. Ekholm had retired from the expedition. From May 30 to July n they waited, and then, with a wind somewhat west of south, they started on the ill-fated voyage. One or two messages came from Andree by means of buoys which they threw